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lation simply the Virgin Mary, or, in Greek, the 0«>tokos, "she who 
gave birth to a god." 

As to the combination of Polycarp and Barnabas in No. 64, com- 
pare the articles of Professor Zikos Rosis, of the theological faculty in 
the University of Athens, in the 'AvawXams, October 1, 1894, pp. 2275-9, 
and Lambros's article "The Supposed Conclusion of the Epistle of 
Polycarp," in the Academy, London, 1896, No. 3599, p. 527. A note 
in No. 88 tells of a dire cloud and storm that came from Asia upon 
Mitylene in the year 1383, on the 6th of August, and killed all of the 
chief men of the city who lived on the acropolis (except one) and 
their servants. Following earthquakes destroyed the rest of the city 
and ruined the inhabitants. A later note in the same book says that 
on Friday, the 28th of July, in the year 1402, the Persian general, 
Tamerlis, defeated Pagiazitis (or is it the pasha ?), the ruler of the 
Ishmaelites (of course, the Turks), in the East and the West, on the 
plain of Ancyra, and destroyed his power and took him prisoner. 

These scattered notes out of this small number of manuscripts (and 
we have only referred to a few of those found here) show how much 
history lies hidden in the chance pages of eastern libraries. It is to 
be hoped that Professor Lambros or some other scholar will have time 
to search more accurately into all these volumes. Our thanks are due 
to Lambros for his unwearied work on the books that he lights upon 
in his vacations. Caspar Ren£ GregorY- 

University of Leipzig, 
Germany. 



Abhandlungen Alexander von Oettingen zum siebenzigsten 
Geburtstag gewidmet, von Freunden und Schiilern. Mun- 
chen: Beck, 1898. Pp. 262. M. 7. 

Limits of space will allow only a brief indication of the contents 
of this series of essays. The first, by A. Berendts, is on the " Chri- 
stologie des apokryphen 3. Korintherbriefes," two Latin texts of which 
have recently been discovered, while Dr. C. Schmidt has just found a 
Coptic papyrus, which shows it was also part of the "Acta Pauli" so 
well known in the early church. Berendts regards it as an "authen- 
tic representation of Paulinism in the second century," which shows 
(1) a Christology setting in clearer light that of Hermas and 2 Clement, 
and (2) a view of the plan of salvation, looking toward that of Irenaeus 
— The next essay, by G. N. Bonwetsch, is on " Die Schrift des Methodius 
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von Olympus ' Vom Aussatz'" (pp. 29-53). Tne treatise of Methodius 
on leprosy is one of the writings of that Father discovered by Bon- 
wetsch in a Slavonic version, in which, after the allegorical method of 
exegesis, the teaching of Lev., chap. 13, is made refer to the Christian 
duty of penance. — The following article, by Adolf Harnack, will be 
noticed elsewhere in this Journal by Professor Gregory. — The next 
essay is by F. Horschelmann, and discusses the treatment of the " Kate- 
chismus im Religionsunterricht." He pleads for both Bible history and 
doctrine properly balanced in the instruction of the young, and shows 
how hard it is for the "new theology" to teach the Apostles' Creed 
and the Ten Commandments. He says the chief problem of " prac- 
tical theology now is to smooth the way from the modern theology to 
church practical life." The orthodoxy of the Bible and Luther's 
Catechism is often very embarrassing (pp. 95-112). — The paper of F. 
Lezius (113-24) describes the book called Libra, written by the 
Priscillianist Dictinius of Astorga, who later (400) returned to the 
church and became a bishop. It is a defense of deception by the 
Priscillianists to protect themselves from persecution, and was probably 
called Libra because it contained a "just balance" of twelve questions, 
as a just life shows a balance of twelve virtues. This comparison came 
probably from the Passio Thoma, then much read in Spain. — The 
article of Leo Meyer, on "Wunder," "a contribution to the history 
of the word," reaches no definite conclusions respecting either the 
Hebrew, Greek, or German terms involved. — Eugen Petersen discusses 
(130-43) "Die Reliefschranken auf dem romischen Forum," which 
were discovered in 1872, and present Trajan helping the poor. He 
suggests explanations of details which cannot be reproduced here. — 
Alfred Seeberg's "Bemerkungen zui Auslegung von Matt, xix " (144- 
70) are a careful, thoughtful bit of exegesis on vss. 3, 10-12, 16, 17 
(compared with Mark 10 : 17-19), and 23-30, to which we call the 
attention of New Testament students. — The essay of Reinhold Seeberg 
on the "Busslehre des Duns Scotus" (171-95) is, next to Harnack's, 
perhaps the most original and instructive part of the series. He shows 
here, as he does in Vol. II of his Dogmengeschichte, just published, the 
great importance of the doctrine of "penitence," especially because 
the Reformation began with an attack upon it, and the central doc- 
trines of Protestantism were offered as a substitute for it. Duns' 
doctrine of repentance is here for the first time fully set forth. 
— W. Volck, in his paper, " Zur Erklarung des mosaischen Segens, 
Deut. K. 33" (pp. 196-219), partly defends and partly retracts 
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the positions taken in an essay published 1873. He now thinks Deut. 
33 contains sayings handed down in the tribes as from Moses, and put 
in their present form, with an introduction and conclusion, by some 
writer before the time of the kingdom. — F. Miihlau, " Zur Paulinischen 
Ethik (220-44), sets out from a criticism of Wernle's Der Christ u. 
die Siinde bei Paulus (1897), and Karl's Beitrdge z. Verstdndniss 
der soteriol. Erfahrungen u. Spekulationen des Ap. Paulus (1896). 
These writers held that "the Christian does not sin," according to 
Paul ; neither does the apostle teach any moral development of Chris- 
tian life. He was blinded by missionary "enthusiasm" and eschato- 
logical " optimism." Paul was really a sort of " Methodist," and taught 
no sin in the believer. He was not a Protestant, and the reformers 
largely misinterpreted him to get their theology. The " new 
theology" does not know what to do with sin; and here it tries to 
show that Paul was blind in the same direction. Miihlau thoroughly 
proves the opposite. — The last essay, on " Melanchthons Loci praecipui 
und Thesen iiber die Rechtfertigung aus dem Jahre 1531 " (245-62), 
is by J. Haussleiter. He shows by means of an overlooked print of 
Melanchthon's "Loci," and a thesis on "Justification," of 1531, that 
a critical text, showing the historical growth of the " Disputations " 
and " Theses " of the reformer is still to be prepared. 

H. M. Scott. 
Chicago Theological Seminary. 



History, Prophecy, and the Monuments ; or, Israel and the 
Nations. By James Frederick McCurdy, Ph.D., LL.D., 
Professor of Oriental Languages in University College, 
Toronto. Vol. II: To the Fall of Nineveh. New York: 
The Macmillan Co., 1896. Pp. xxi -f 433. $3.,, 

A second stately volume of this scholarly work by the professor of 
oriental languages at Toronto is already assured of a hearty welcome 
by reason of the excellence of its predecessor. The reader may be 
certain in advance that his expectations will suffer no disappointment, 
except that he will find himself sent on to a third volume which will 
be necessary to complete the task which the author has set before 
him. All students will unite in the hope that this final volume will be 
soon forthcoming. 

This installment has all the excellencies and some of the defects of 
its predecessor. There is the same wide horizon, so unexpected and 



